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This map shows the SNH Grampian Area, in which the 
Banff and Buchan constituency is located.

www.snh.org.uk

Ten SNH Priorities

Scottish Natural Heritage’s ten priorities over the lifetime of
the next Scottish Parliament are to:
• Provide more opportunities for people to enjoy Scotland’s

natural heritage.
• Maintain and restore Scotland’s rich diversity of animal and

plant life.
• Promote the importance of the marine heritage.
• Promote the human and economic benefits to the nation of

a high quality natural environment.
• Promote a sustainable and integrated approach to land

and water management.
• Improve the quality of life for people in urban areas through

better access to green open spaces.
• Help people to care for their local environment.
• Listen to our customers and partners and reflect their needs

in our policies and procedures.
• Make information available more simply to more people.
• Increase our reputation as an authoritative and reliable

organisation both nationally and internationally.

Key Areas of Work for SNH in Grampian
Area

• Schemes for positive management of designated lowland
bogs and grasslands, and management of goose grazing
on farmland at Strathbeg.

• Working with local authorities to develop footpath networks
around settlements, and promote the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code.

• Implementing catchment management plans for the Rivers
Dee and Spey, through partnership.

• Working with the National Park Authority for the benefit of
the Cairngorms. 

• Continued input into Local Biodiversity Action Plans and
related projects.

• Grant aid to help others enjoy the natural heritage.

The Natural Heritage of Banff and Buchan

In this area open intensive farmland is a very important
habitat, in which declines in once-common farmland birds
and animals and impacts on freshwater quality are specific
issues. The small pockets of semi-natural land cover, such as
long-established woodland, are especially valuable. Inland
the distinct rolling landscape, based on a unique
assemblage of pre-glacial landforms, is renowned for its
surviving but threatened, low land peat bogs. The
coastline’s length and variety make it very important for
wild landscape, habitats and species (including seabird
colonies and wildfowl roosts) and recreation from the
coastal settlements, forming a vital tourism resource.
Today’s challenges are: to significantly expand on current
wildlife-friendly farming practice, and to maintain and
enhance natural features, and their enjoyment by locals
and visitors, while encouraging development to be more
appropriate and sensitively sited.

Banff and Buchan Key Features

Important Habitats:
Coasts, bogs, woodlands, wetlands and freshwaters

Designations:
18 SSSI (2.8% of Local Authority area)
1 Country Park
1 Local Nature Reserve
3 Special Areas of Conservation
3 Special Protection Areas
3 Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes

Countryside Enjoyment:
• 2 Ranger posts supported
• Grant-aid of £14,000 to Buchan Countryside Group for

local environmental education
• Supporting community access projects through part of

grant-aid to Aberdeenshire Council 
• £100,000 grant-aid to Woodhead community to

purchase and manage Windyhills SSSI

 



Scottish Natural Heritage  – 
Our Role

Scotland’s natural heritage is truly special: 
• It’s a cornerstone of Scotland’s character,
• It’s vital to tourism and outdoor recreation,
• Rural industries such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries and

aquaculture depend on it,
• It contributes to our overall quality of life and to wider

health, education, employment, and social justice
agendas. 

SNH’s job is to promote:
• The care and improvement, 
• The responsible enjoyment, 
• The greater understanding and appreciation, and 
• The sustainable use of the natural heritage.

SNH’s work includes: 
• Advising Government and Parliament, 
• Designated Sites such as the Natura series and Sites of

Special Scientific Interest, 
• Looking after 73 National Nature Reserves, 
• Implementing Scotland’s new access legislation and

grant-aiding footpath networks, 
• Grants for environmental projects and community

initiatives,
• Supporting ranger services and projects with schools.  

Finding out more about SNH
• Our Area Offices are local sources of information,
• Our Headquarters details are in this leaflet,
• Consult our publications, 
• Fact & Figures gives statistics on a wide range of our

activities and our expenditure, 
• Visit our website www.snh.org.uk .

Four Objectives for Banff and Buchan

We have four key objectives for the Banff and Buchan area.
These are set out in our Natural Heritage Futures document,
which helps build up a vision for Scotland’s natural heritage
for the next two decades and beyond.  

Our objectives are:
• To manage and restore the best of our raised and

intermediate bogs.
• To increase the natural heritage value of the agricultural

land, working with SEERAD to develop more effective agri-
environment and land management schemes, and
promoting guidance and good practice.

• To protect, restore and maintain coastal habitats, taking
future natural changes into account and promoting
sustainable management.

• To increase awareness and understanding of the natural
heritage.

The SNH Grampian Area Budget

Key Contacts

Of the total SNH complement of over 730 full-time
equivalent staff posts, there are currently 48 staff based in
SNH’s Grampian Area.

Grampian Area Manager 
Ron Macdonald   ron.macdonald@snh.gov.uk

Operational Manager for Aberdeen City
David Bale  david.bale@snh.gov.uk

17 Rubislaw Terrace, Aberdeen, AB10 1XE
Tel: 01224 642863
Fax: 01224 635020

SNH East Areas Board 
Our East Areas Board is the local SNH Board for the Grampian
Area. The Areas Board oversees SSSI designations and guides
staff on local approaches and initiatives. 

East Areas Board 
Chairman Peter Chapmam

Tel: 01771 637 081
Fax: 01771 637 081
Mobile: 07711345344
Email: peterchapman@farming.co.uk

Grampian East Areas Board Members
Alison McInnes 46 Carolines Crescent, Ellon AB41 8BN

Tel: 01358 721200
alisonmcinnes@beeb.net

Robin Middleton 7 St Ternan’s Road
Newtonhill
Stonehaven AB39 3PF
Tel: 01569 730852
middleton@ifb.co.uk

SNH Chairman and Chief Executive
Chairman John Markland CBE

john.markland@snh.gov.uk

Chief Executive Ian Jardine  
ian.jardine@snh.gov.uk

12 Hope Terrace
Edinburgh EH9 2AS
Tel: 0131 447 4784
Fax: 0131 446 2278 
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Grants

Site Safeguard


