Part 5 A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO

5.1

ACCESS RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

The responsibilities listed in part 3 of the Code apply
regardless of your activity and those listed in part 4 of the
Code apply to all land managers. This part of the Code
indicates how these responsibilities apply to the more
common situations encountered in the outdoors. By doing so,
it provides a practical guide to help the public and land
managers to decide what best to do in these sorts of
situations. It does not cover all situations or activities but it
should help to indicate what is or is not responsible behaviour.
The guide is arranged alphabetically, as follows:

Air sports

Beaches and the foreshore

Canals

Canoeing, rafting, rowing and sailing
Car parking

Climbing

Cultural heritage sites

Cycling

Dams

Deer stalking in forests and woods
Deer stalking on the open hill
Disabled access

Dogs

Farmyards

Fields of grass, hay and silage




Fields of growing crops
Fields where crops are being sprayed and fertilised

Fields which are being ploughed or where crops are being
harvested

Fields with farm animals

Fields with young animals present

Fishing

Forests and woods

Forests and woods with ongoing forest operations
Gates, fences and drystane dykes

Golf courses

Grouse shooting

Horse riding

Houses and gardens

Human waste

Lighting fires

Litter

Low-ground shooting

Margins of fields of growing crops

Military lands

Nature reserves and other conservation areas
Paths and tracks

Picking wild berries and mushrooms
Picnicking

Public parks and other open spaces



5.2

5.3

e Riverbanks and loch shores

e Rivers, lochs and reservoirs

e School playing fields

e Sporting and other events

e Sports pitches

e Swimming

e Unfenced grassland with farm animals
e \Wild camping

e \Wildlife watching and surveys

Various recreation and land management bodies, as well as
many public bodies, produce more detailed advice and
guidance about good practice relevant to their activities or
interests. These can cover a wide range of issues, including
good behaviour, safety and the environment. As such, they can
complement the guidance relating to the responsible exercise
of access rights provided in this Code. Given the range of
guidance and advice provided, it makes good sense to be
aware of these and to follow the suggestions for good
practice. Find out more by contacting a relevant body or going
to www.outdooraccess-scotland.com.

Recreation and land management bodies are recommended to
contact SNH before finalising advice on access and good
practice and to ensure that such advice is compliant with the
provisions of the Act and consistent with the Code.
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