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Loch is setting for local couple's expedition

couple who entered a
natural heritage-related
competition received
their prize in September
07 in the form of a foray into an

area of outstanding beauty.
Sheelagh and Peter Mosley from Croachy,
near Farr, Inverness-shire, took a trip to Loch
Maree Islands National Nature Reserve
(NNR) in Wester Ross accompanied by
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) staff.

They had entered the SNH competition to
win a natural adventure and their prize was
one of three offered as a reward for
completing a questionnaire on suggested
improvements to SNH's Annual Review.

The reserve comprises a number of islands,
some of which contain one of the most
ancient and least disturbed fragments of
native pinewood in Scotland, with an unusual
patchwork of tall juniper scattered
throughout, and is also the location of a
breeding population of black throated divers
The couple were taken on a guided tour of
the reserve by Eoghain Maclean, the reserve
manager, and their boatman for the day.
Speaking after accompanying the couple

during their day out, Eoghain said: "The day
was a great success and although Sheelagh
was confined to her wheelchair, we guided
her around the islands which allowed her to
take in the wildlife and all the special sights
that this part of the world has to offer.

"SNH is committed to responsible access to
the natural heritage and | speak for all the
SNH staff on the reserve when | say we were
delighted that we made this visit a reality for
Sheelagh."

Sheelagh Mosley clearly enjoyed her day out,

adding: "It was a wonderful experience and | §

am so grateful to SNH in making it possible - &

especially as when | found that | had won
the prize | imagined these adventures would
be impossible for me."

SNH amenities nearby include an award-
winning visitor centre and interpretation
facilities at Kinlochewe which provide visitors
with information on the Loch Maree Islands
NNR and adjacent Beinn Eighe NNR.

Other competition winners visited the Isle of
May in the Firth of Forth. Readers suggested
improvements to the annual review, many of
which have been incorporated into the
2007/08 edition. The review sets out what
SNH has achieved in the previous year.

181 mulei

Competition winners enjoying their adventure!

Technology is name of the game for

mink project

Technology is at the forefront of one
of the most advanced mink
eradication programmes in the world
and will continue to be the focus of
the Western Isles’ initiative.

The Hebridean Mink Project (HMP) was set
up to conserve and protect vulnerable ground
nesting wader birds at risk from the predatory
mink, a fur farm escapee. The £2.5million
project is now in its second stage after a
successful first phase.

The destructive impact of non-native
American Mink - Mustela vison - means they
pose a threat to internationally important
wader bird populations in the region. Mink
favour a semi-aquatic lifestyle and now
number around 2000 throughout Lewis and
Harris. Over the past six years, they have
been the subject of an active management
programme.

Technology is at the forefront of an intensive
trapping effort and trappers’ techniques
involve using the latest mobile computer and
global positioning technology to track mink.
Lightweight Geographical Positioning System
(GPS) units help locate traps around the
islands and pocket PC's are used to enter
data electronically, cross-referenced to
provide a high quality map of the area. This
hand-held satellite technology has been
adapted for use in mapping out the network
of 7500 traps. The small and robust units can

navigate the user to any position on the globe
with an accuracy of around 6m. HMP’s GPS
system is currently being trialled and once the
database is completed, data will be captured
in electronic format.

The team is composed of a project manager,
foreman and 13 trappers — soon to become
17 after the most recent recruitment. This
seasonal recruitment is used to make the
most efficient use of resources during the
highest capture rate period of the year.

Local people can have a say on the running
of the HMP by joining a community liaison
forum, after a successful public meeting at
the Tarbert Hotel recently. The forum allows
locals the chance to discuss aspects of the
work including access issues; boat mooring;
mink possibly missed, sightings or particular
predation problems on poultry. It is an
opportunity to pass information to interested
groups in a consistent way and for them to
help with the eradication of non-native mink
from the Outer Hebrides.

lain Macleod, the HMP manager, stressed he
was keen for landowners, gamekeepers,
stalkers, crofters and members of the public
to make up the forum membership.

For further information on the Hebridean Mink
Project, contact lain MacLeod on 01851
705258, or 07919 691654, or e-mail:
iain.macleod@snh.gov.uk. Alternatively, visit
the SNH website at www.snh.org.uk

Thug Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba urrasachd do
farpais postair a-rithist am bliadhna aig am Mod
Naiseanta Rioghail. Thug clann ann a Sgoiltean
Gaidhlig air feadh Alba pairt anns an fharpais
postair aig SNH a bha a coimhead airson
postairean Gaidhlig leis an cuspair de a bha
jadsan a' smaoineachadh a bha math mun
arainneachd aig Alba.

Chaidh an fheadhainn a bhuannaich ainmicheadh
air Dimairt 16™ den Dambhair le seachd duaisean
air a thoirt seachad eadar tri roinnean. Fhuair
Eilidh Ross a Sgoil Ath Tharracaill a chiad duais
airson 5-8 bliadhna dh’aois, thainig Charlie Anne
Pleming a Sgoil Ath Tharracaill anns an darna aite
agus Jessica MacAulay a Bunsgoil Bernera anns
treas aite. Anns an roinn 9-11 bliadhna choisean
Joanne Ford a chiad duais a Sgoil Ath Tharracail,
Kirsty MacKinnon Leese a Sgoil Lacasdal an darna
duais agus fhuair Jamie Begg an treas duais bho
Sgoil Ath Tharracaill.

Airson an roinn 13-15 bha aig sgoilearan ri aiste

Sgoil Ath Tharracaill air an duais £250 airson
farpais postair SNH a bhuannachadh

Gaidhlig a’ sgriobhadh airson de bu choir dhuinn a
bhith a’ déanamh gus dualchas nadair ann an Alba
a dhion. Bhuannaich Niall Mac a Ghobhainn bho
Acadamaidh Allt @’ Mhuilinn a chiad duais airson
an aiste aige agus thainig Beth Nic Mhathain bho
Sgoil a Bhac anns an darna aite.

A bharrachd air na duaisean seo bha duais luach
£250 ann airson an sgoil leis am postair is fhearr
airson leabhraichean is stuth foghlam mu
dheidhinn nadar a cheannachd. Chaidh sin a thoirt
gu an sgoil aig Joanne Ford bho Sgoil Ath
Tharracaill airson am postair aice.

A" bruidhinn  mun fharpais thuirt Shona
Niclllfhialain, Oifigear na Meadhanan Gaidhlig aig
Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba: “Bha na postairean air
fad uabhasach math agus bha e doirbh co-
dhunadh a dhéanamh. Fhuair sinn aisteachan am
bliadhna a bha uabhasach math agus tha sinn an
dochas gum bi barrachd againn an ath bhliadhna”
Chaidh an aiste aig Niall fhoillseachadh san iris
seo air duilleag .....
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They walk over one hundred kilometres a week
checking over seventy traps each day. They
delight in the Uist countryside when the sun
shines and get their heads down and trudge on,
when the wind blows and the rain comes down
like stair rods. This is the life of the Uist Wader
Project (UWP) fieldworkers, employed to protect
the breeding waders on Uist and Benbecula.

The waders used to breed in such numbers that
Europe considered them worthy of special status,
so large areas of their breeding haunts are
designated as Special Protection Areas (SPA).
Unfortunately, hedgehogs, introduced to the
islands, have been found to be the major cause of
the serious decline in breeding wader numbers;
hence the UWP aims to eradicate hedgehogs.
This is a tall order - no project anywhere in the
world has attempted hedgehog eradication on
such a scale before. Some of the usual methods,
such as use of poison, used particularly for rats
on islands, are not considered suitable for large-
scale removal of hedgehogs on well-populated
croftland. Instead we use other methods
particularly trapping but also spot lamping. Sniffer
dogs are known to be effective and we have
sought the required authorisation from the local
authority. We are also researching the
effectiveness and feasibility of wusing
contraception!  As hedgehog eradication has
never been achieved previously, all these
methods must be tried and evaluated and then
used to help inform future plans.

Since 2003, work has been carried out on North
Uist and Benbecula using spot-lamping and live
trapping during the spring and autumn. This year,

we employed 16 staff in the spring and over 1,500
traps were set on Benbecula and North Uist, in all
suitable habitat and are usually 250 m apart. On
North Uist the hedgehog population was always
relatively small and considerable effort has
reduced the population to very low levels.

This spring field staff walked up to 20 km per day
over rough ground, six days per week, and made
over 33,000 trap checks. The 12,348 trap checks
on North Uist resulted in only seven hedgehogs.
That is only one hog after 1750 trap checks,
which would take one person over 350 km and at
least four weeks to cover! - showing how scarce
they now are.

During the autumn we caught two, less than one
per 2,000 trap checks, and they were from
adjacent traps. We are close to ending the
searches on North Uist and instead we will be
monitoring for signs of hedgehogs, and diverting
more effort into Benbecula. Hedgehogs are more
widespread on Benbecula and here over 20,000
trap checks were made, and 40,000 km walked,
with 227 hedgehogs caught. Captured
hedgehogs are housed at a centre, managed by
Hessilhead Wildlife Rescue Trust and Uist
Hedgehog Rescue volunteers, who assess the
animals' condition and ensure they meet
standards agreed between SNH and Scottish
SPCA prior to release. Individuals are
subsequently released in gardens on the
mainland and food and water will be provided for
them.

SNH has consistently taken advice from the
Scottish SPCA on animal welfare issues.
Consequently, since this Spring, all hedgehogs

caught have been taken to the mainland following
new advice from the Scottish SPCA that a trial
translocation should be conducted rather than a
cull.

So as progress is made at reducing the hedgehog
population, the waders should be responding to
this lack of predation. Wader monitoring took
place this summer six years since the last full
survey. The results should reveal real changes in
the breeding success, rather than temporary
fluctuations, to which all species are prone. We
know from previous research on South Uist that
when hedgehogs are fenced out of an area, the
breeding success of the wading birds improves
and more young birds fledge. Encouragingly
many Uist residents have commented on the
apparent resurgence of wader populations.

The islands of North Uist, South Uist and
Benbecula form part of one of the most important
breeding areas in northwest Europe for protected
populations of ground nesting wading birds:
oystercatcher; snipe; lapwing; redshank; ringed
plover and dunlin. Hedgehogs introduced to the
islands in the 1970s, multiplied in number and
now pose a major threat to these protected
wading birds. As they forage they come across
nests and eat eggs. This has a devastating effect
on the birds' breeding success. They are in
serious decline (60% in 20 years for some
species) and even at risk of local extinction.

If you do see any hedgehogs next spring, or wish
further information about the UWP, please call the
Wader Project on 01870 620 300 or look at our
website: www.snh.org.uk/Scottish\wisles\waders

SITELINK - A NEW HELP
FOR LAND MANAGERS
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cottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has
launched a new online service for
farmers, land managers and their
advisors. SiteLink offers faster and easier
access to information about important natural
heritage sites on or near their land. SiteLink has
been developed by Scottish Natural Heritage to
include an interactive, electronic map which shows
land managers the boundaries of Designated Sites
(Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Natura
sites).
At a click of a mouse, land managers can access
up-to-date information such as Site Management
Statements, Operations Requiring Consent, the
condition of a Designated Site's features, species
found on and near a site and much, much more.
The site provides information that will be needed
by potential beneficiaries (applicants) to the new
Rural Development Contracts scheme.
SiteLink has the facility to zoom in on a map of
any area in Scotland using a Farm Code, Field ID,
Grid Reference, designated site name, postcode
or place name. The information is up to date and
all the site documents can be printed off on a
home printer. There is guidance on how to use
SiteLink along with a link for feedback on the
home page. SiteLink is available to SNH staff,
land managers, owner occupiers and the general
public as part of SNHi, the new information service
available through the SNH website. To access
SiteLink, follow this link http://www.snh.org.uk/snhi
then click on to SiteLink. Choose the dark red Map
Search tab to use the interactive map. SiteLink
can also be accessed from the SNH website http://
www.snh.org.uk by clicking on the SNHi icon on
the right side of the home page.

A land mark in Sea Eagle History

When the sea eagles were released on Rum in
the 70s and 80s they scattered far and wide along
Scotland’s western seaboard. In the 30 years
since then, the population has steadily grown and
occupied many of its former strongholds within the
range designed by their initial dispersal. Skye,
Mull and the Western Isles have emerged as their
favoured areas, but as their numbers increase
they are gradually spreading their wings that bit
further and increasing their presence on the
adjacent mainland. Each year, the steady
increase in the population is matched by a modest
increase in the number of chicks produced, with
34 chicks fledging from 42 territorial pairs in 2007.

This year was memorable for Sea Eagle
enthusiasts in other parts of the country too.
Fired by the success of the re-establishing west
coast population, the RSPB has embarked on a
project to see the Sea Eagle recolonised some of
its former haunts in the East of Scotland. The
project, part funded by Scottish Natural Heritage,
saw the importations of 15 chicks from Norway
which were released in the Tay-Forth area this
summer. In a bid to write some of the wrongs
perpetrated by their ancestors, the Irish have
taken similar steps to reintroduce Sea Eagle in
the Killarney area of South West Ireland.

Flying high ....... Sea Eagles have been reintroduced to the east coast

PORTREE CONSERVATION

GROUP

Thanks to a £500 grant from Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Portree Conservation Group has
been getting to work on local sites throughout
the summer. The grant money was spent on
insurance and tools for the group and they
have been put to good use for carrying out
conservation work, particularly on the
Scorrybreac path, which in the past few years
has become totally overwhelmed by
vegetation.

The group had its first meeting in April of this
year, and has continued to meet on a
Tuesday evening every 6 weeks since then,
with several evenings being spent bashing
back the bracken which has overgrown the
path, and pruning overhanging trees and
shrubs. Some time has also been spent at the
Leasgeary Nature Walk.

During the winter months, the Group will
concentrate on the Scorrybreac footpath,
which requires drainage works and some path
widening.  The group is open to everyone
aged over 16 — for further details, please
contact the group organiser, Sarah Kay,
Highland Council Ranger on 01471 822774, or
look out for local posters.

SCRUB CLEARANCE

EXPOSES GEOLOGY

Staff based at the Portree office of Scottish
Natural Heritage recently carried out work to
restore the visibility of rocks at Hangman's
Bridge, in Lochalsh. These rocks have been
designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) because of their importance for
geological research and education.

In recent years the banks of the burn have
become overgrown by scrub and this has
obscured views of important rock features.
The Moine Thrust, one of the most famous
geological structures in Scotland, can be seen
in the bed of the burn. This is one of the few
places where this structure is visible. The
rocks which are exposed along the banks of
the burn include pinkish, banded Lewisian
gneiss, a very old rock, brownish Moine rock
and a softer rock called ‘clay gouge’ which
was formed when the earth movements
ground the broken rock surfaces together.

In order to make the site suitable again for
teaching and research, SNH staff spent a day
clearing the bushes from around the rock
exposures so that they can be seen more
easily. Now Hangman'’s Bridge can once again
function as part of the suite of important
geological sites in the West Highlands that
show the varied and amazing geological
history of this part of Scotland.

JAPANESE KNOTWEED
CONTROL PROJECT

Japanese knotweed is an aggressive plant
found throughout Skye and Lochalsh and is of
great concern to environmentalists,
landowners and homeowners alike. The Skye
and Lochalsh Environment Forum have
recently received funding to develop a project
to explore ways of controling Japanese
knotweed, which is currently in its early
stages.

The aim of the project is to identify as many
of the local sites as possible in south Skye and
Lochalsh and draw up a list of those in need
of priority control. Japanese knotweed takes
around three years to eliminate. Contractors
will be employed to carry out initial treatment.
It is then hoped to recruit local volunteers
trained and willing to carry out control in
further years. This winter there will also be a
leaflet produced to raise awareness of the
plant with a guide to the simple ways to
prevent further spread of this highly invasive
species.

To find out more about the project, report a
Japanese knotweed site or to become a
volunteer, please contact the project lead
Barbara Soutar on 01599 566325.

EDITORIAL

Welcome to the seventh edition of Teachd an Tir, which reports on the work of Scottish
Natural Heritage in West Highland and the Western Isles. Scottish Natural Heritage is a

government body, who work with Scotland’s people to care for our natural heritage.

Teachd an Tir is published twice yearly in Winter and Spring. It contains regular features

CROFTERS WELCOME

TRADITIONAL PRACTICE

Since 2006, the National Trust for Scotland
has been working with crofters in three
crofting townships on their Trust's Balmacara
Estate in Lochalsh to encourage the
continuation of traditional crofting agriculture.
A pilot scheme which encourages cropping
activities and the retention of cattle, is
operating in  Drumbuie, Duirinish and
Plockton, and has proven to be very popular

on National Nature Reserves, book reviews and Gaelic articles. As always, we welcome
feedback from readers. This edition will be available online soon, through the SNH website
(www.snh.org.uk), also for the visually impaired, a large-print version is available by
contacting Margaret Munro at the SNH Office, Portree (01478 613329).

The editorial team for this edition was Margaret Munro & Stephen Varwell (Portree),
Fergus MacNeill and Shona MacLellan (Inverness), Dominic Sargent (Fort William)
and Roddy MacMinn (Stornoway)

with crofters in these townships. The scheme
was developed in order to protect the
distinctive cultural landscapes of the area,
which are considered to be of huge
significance by the Trust.

The Trust intends to continue its pilot scheme
for a further three years, subject to securing
sufficient funds for the task. Further detail of
the scheme can be obtained from lain
Turnbull at the Balmacara Estate Office —
01599 566325.

www.snh.org.uk







